
MBT Short Bio 
Merlin B. Thompson (PhD, MA, BMus) is one of Canada’s leading authorities 
on music studio teaching. He is author of More than Music Lessons: A Studio 
Teacher’s Guide to Parents, Practicing, Projects, and Character and 
Fundamentals of Piano Pedagogy: Fuelling Authentic Student Musicians from 
the Beginning. He is founder of Music Teacher Professional Development and 
creator of the webinar Idea of the Month. His podcast series The Music 
Educator’s Crucible and video series Fundamental Piano Technique are 
available through his website merlinthompson.com. 
Merlin has worked with hundreds of children, their parents, and teachers in 
workshops, institutes, conferences, established programs and mentorships 
online and in-person across Canada, USA, Australia, New Zealand, Brazil, 
Great Britain, Spain, and Japan. 
In 2017, Merlin was awarded Article of the Year  by the American Music 
Teacher journal of the MTNA. He is an active music education scholar whose 
works have been published in numerous international and academic journals 
including American Music Teacher, American Suzuki Journal, Educational 
Theory, Journal of School Choice, Philosophy of Music Education Review, and 
Studies in Philosophy and Education. 

http://merlinthompson.com

